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1 Overview of the event
1.1 General context
On the 4th of November 2019, the S4CE consortium hosted a dissemination event in
collaboration with the Geological Society of London (GSL). The S4CE Forum was the S4CE
“Work-In-Progress Forum & Geo-Energy Information-Sharing Meeting” due at Month 20 of
the project. This activity built on similar efforts initiated within ShaleXenvironmenT, a
previous Horizon 2020 project (Grant agreement No. 640979): the Shaleology Forum1. The
format of the S4CE Forum was similar, building on prior success; the organisers received
support and inputs from previous participants and organisers. The main change compared to
prior offerings was that the forum was made available on-line during the event.
The aim of the event was to present and discuss the state-of-the-art of geo-energy operations
in Europe and in North America. Speakers from academia, other H2020 research projects, the
industry and regulatory bodies participated to this 1-day
event. Notably, a representative of the European
Commission, Directorate General Research &
Innovation, Dr. Kougionas, opened the event with a
keynote speech about the Clean Energy Transition in the
European Union. S4CE partners were involved in the
presentations: CarbFix, Imperial College London,
Geothermal Engineering Limited, University Claude
Bernard Lyon (UCBL) and University College London
(UCL) presented their latest developments in the frame
Figure 1 - Dr Kougionas keynote speech
of S4CE activities.
The event consisted of three sessions through the day:
1. Carbon capture and storage approaches
2. Energy production
3. Energy production and environmental and societal impact.
The detailed agenda is available in Annex 1.
Discussion leaders facilitated each session. At the end of each session, the public had the
opportunity to discuss with the panel, moderated by the discussion leaders.
The event gathered 104 participants in person and remotely. Among them, thirty-eight
students involved in the UCL MSc programme Global Management of Natural Resources2
directed by Prof. Alberto Striolo, coordinator of the S4CE project. Based on the students’
testimonials, the event has been for these students a great opportunity to envision a career
in geo-energy operations thanks to a panel coming from different backgrounds related to subsurface operations, notably geothermal operations and carbon capture and storage.
The forum triggered interesting discussions from different perspectives and the future
potential of geo-energy operations.

1

http://science4cleanenergy.eu/event/shaleology-forum-3rd-edition/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/chemical-engineering/study/postgraduate-taught/global-management-naturalresources-msc
2
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1.2 Deliverable objectives
This report will document the effectiveness of our dissemination and cross-pollination events,
and how information and best-practice procedures have been transferred from North
America to European operations, and vice versa.

2 Communication and dissemination
Prior to the event, in order to reach the highest number of stakeholders, and building on its
network, S4CE Forum organisers developed an enticing agenda (see Annex 1), and the project
coordinators reached out to other H2020 projects coordinators. Because of the strong
presence of oil and gas industry in our advisory boards, they also managed to invite two
representatives of the North American industry, explicitly Erik Nickel (Petroleum Technology
Research Centre and Fabio Ribeiro (Pudue University and CISTAR) speakers.
A “Save the Date”3 announcement and invitation was largely disseminated to S4CE partners,
on the S4CE website, and via the S4CE newsletter. The information was also published on
relevant websites, newsletters and social media:
- Cordis EU,
- the Geological Society website
- the Geological Society newsletter,
- the S4CE newsletter number #2
- Twitter
- Individual invitations
Figure 2 - Capture of the online annoucements for the S4CE Forum

3

http://science4cleanenergy.eu/save-the-date-s4ce-forum-4th-november-2019-at-the-geological-societylondon-2/
PU
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With one hundred registrations via the free online registration platform Eventbrite, the event
was deemed to be successful. Although the target groups were mainly academia and
industries working on carbon capture and storage, geothermal energy and environmental
impact, representatives from several industries, universities throughout the UK as well as
representatives of the civil society registered. The level of the presentations varied from easyto-understand and general, to scientific and technical – a perfect blend designed to reach and
stimulated the diverse audience.
Thanks to the live streaming system provided by the venue (The Geological Society of London,
GSL), the event was also available remotely. The link to watch the event was made available
to each and every registrant in order to reach people who could not attend in person. The link
was also shared on the S4CE Twitter account. The data analysis of the Tweet shows that there
were 16 clicks on the live streaming URL. In total, 57 people engaged with this Tweet.

Figure 3 - Caption of Tweet from S4CE Twitter account sharing live streaming link. Impact

The S4CE Forum proved to be a successful event with more than a hundred participants, with
all attendees able to benefit from it.
By attending this conference, the masters students had the opportunity to listen to
presentations and interact with speakers on topics that are very relevant to the energy sector
PU
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today, and therefore to their current M.Sc. programme. They actively participated in
discussions on carbon capture storage and geothermal energy, and their attendance was
followed by an assessed mini quiz, in which they generally performed very well.
S4CE partners had the opportunity to disseminate their findings with presentations, panel
discussions, and with a poster session. The S4CE animated video “No Risk = No Energy” was
also launched at the event.
Speakers who came from North America and Europe had the chance to discuss and exchange,
together and with the audience, during the networking session.
The S4CE Forum was also the occasion to create synergies between H2020 projects as two
European research projects were represented: STEMM-CCS with its coordinator Prof. Douglas
Connelly (Grant Agreement No. 654462), and REFLECTvia its partner Pfalzwerke Geofuture
GmbH (Grant Agreement No. 850626). The S4CE Forum thus gave an accurate overview of
European-funded research activities in the geo-energy sector to the audience.
S4CE Early Career Researchers were also
heavily involved in the event. Two of them
gave a presentation about “Geothermal
Energy Production in Cornwall, and Its
Expected Environmental Impact”.
Additionally, S4CE presented the premises
of the development of the project’s ethical
recommendations.

Figure 4 - S4CE ECRs Lucy Cotton and Andrea Paulillo during Q&A
after their common presentation on Geothermal Energy
Production in Cornwall, and Its Expected Environmental Impact"

The poster session during lunch break was
an opportunity for networking and for
S4CE partners to show their work to
international experts in their field. The
posters are now available on S4CE website.

The Forum’s presentations are available to download on S4CE website, and will remain
available for as long as the website will be open to the public, in an effort to foster future
research and to stimulate cross-disciplinary inetractions focused on sub-surface geo-energy
operations. The recorded event is on Youtube and on the website as well.
For more details about the speakers, please see Annex 2 – List of Speakers.
Gender balance was carefully monitored in preparation for this event: six out of a total of
fifteen speakers and discussion leaders were female at various levels of their respective
successful careers.

3 Conclusions and future steps
The S4CE Forum was a success with diverse participants in the panel and the audience.
However, it is recognised that S4CE encountered some difficulties to involve a representative
of the industry to give a talk about Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), this topic being very
sensitive for the industry’s public communications. Although the traditional energy sector
declined to present their point of view, the topic of CO2 Mineralisation was covered by Dr.
Sandra Ósk Snæbjörnsdóttir from CarbFix. She also passed-on a message from the
PU
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government of Iceland, which looks closely at the CarbFix method, acknowledging its
significant role fighting climate change and towards reducing emission in Iceland.
In addition to this forum, the S4CE consortium had planned to host a stakeholders’ event in
occasion of the last consortium meeting. The timing of this event was chosen because it would
have been a good opportunity to disseminate the final results of S4CE. The government
regulations in response to the Covid-19 pandemic unfortunately affected these plans and the
S4CE management team encountered a number of setbacks. Indeed, a public dissemination
event at S4CE partner University Claude Bernard in Lyon was initially planned in June 2020,
and had first to be rescheduled to October 2020. Taking the opportunity of French Geological
Society annual public event in Lyon at that same time, S4CE had organised a session on “CO2
sequestration, geothermal energy, unconventional energy operations in the subsurface: state
of the art”. Unfortunately, sanitary guidelines led to the cancellation of this meeting as well.
Despite the uncertain international situation, twelve abstracts were submitted to the S4CE
session by S4CE partners – a demonstration of great involvement in the project.
At this point in the project, there will not be any new opportunities for S4CE to organise the
stakeholder event that was planned to take place. However, communication materials such
as brochure and key findings reports are now being designed to reach the general public,
policy makers and industrials.
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4 Annexes
4.1 Annex 1 – S4CE Forum Agenda
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